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Article 1X,  Section 131 of the Charles County Zoning Ordinance
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Chapter 8 of the Charles County Critical Area Program

3
Article 1X, Section 132 of the Charles County Zoning Ordinance

4
Article 1X, Section 132 of the Charles County Zoning Ordinance

Guidelines for Preparing Critical Area Site Plans

All land areas within 1000' of the landward boundary of tidal waters are designated to be in the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area.  Site plans for development in these areas should contain the following:

1. Tax Map, Grid, Parcel, and Lot Number

2. Boundary survey plat or detailed drawing of the entire site showing:

• existing topography, including any slopes in excess of 15%
• location of all existing and proposed structures (or improvements)
• limits of construction disturbance
• location of the 1000' Critical Area boundary
• location of 100' Critical Area Buffer (expanded for steep slopes and sensitive soils1)
• location of tidal and non-tidal wetlands on site
• location of hydric and highly-erodible soils on site
• location of isolated and/or specimen trees (indicate if remaining or removed)
• forested areas on site and contiguous adjacent forested areas
• location of any Habitat Protection Areas2

3. Computations of:

• total lot area and acreage inside the Critical Area
• area of existing and proposed impervious surface by type (building, driveway, deck, etc.)
• percentage of post-development impervious surface3

• total area of existing forest cover
• forested area (or vegetative cover) to be cleared
• amount of replacement planting required for forest clearing (requires planting plan)
• amount of planting required for offsetting impervious surfaces (requires planting plan)
• amount of planting required to meet 15% minimum forest cover (requires planting plan)

4. Planting Plan4 (if required) showing:

• exact location of required plantings
• plant species and mitigation value (in square feet)
• 2-year maintenance agreement on all plant materials

Any questions about the items listed above may be directed to the Charles County Department of
Planning and Growth Management, Environmental Section at (301) 645-0540.



CHARLES COUNTY GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND GROWTH MANAGEMENT

P.O. BOX 2150, LA PLATA, MARYLAND 20646

CODES, REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS
FOR CONSTRUCTION IN CHARLES COUNTY

November 5, 2007

1. International Building Code/2006,  International Mechanical Code/2006 and
the International Energy Conservation Code/2006 as amended by periodic
supplements and Charles County Bill No. 2007-08.

2. International Residential Code/2006 as amended by periodic supplements and
Charles County Bill No. 2007-08.

3. National Electrical Code/2005.

4. International Existing Building Code/2006 (existing structures more than
one year old).

5. 2003 National Standard Plumbing Code Illustrated (National Association of
Plumbing- Heating-Cooling Contractors).
2004 Supplement to the 2003 National Standard Plumbing Code (National
Association of Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors).
2002 Edition, National Fuel Gas Code, ANSI, Z223.1, NFPA 54.
Board Modifications to the Code.

6. Code of Maryland Regulations 05.02.02 -Maryland Accessibility Code.

7. Code of Maryland Regulations 05.02.06.02B - Maryland Safety Glazing Law.

8. Code of Maryland Regulation 29.06.01 State Fire Prevention Code
Incorporated by reference: NFPA 101 Life Safety Code/2006 and NFPA 1 
Uniform Fire Code/2006.

9. Code of Maryland Regulations 10.15.03 - Food Service Facilities.

10. Code of Maryland Regulations 26.04.02 - On-Site Water Supply and Sewage
Disposal.



Charles County Government

Standard R4 Conditions for Residential Garages and Accessory Buildings

November 5, 2007

The following conditions are not conclusive.  For additional requirements, refer to the appropriate section
of the adopted code.

1. Existing foundations, concrete slabs, or decks shall be inspected and approved by the building 
inspector prior to start of construction.  Schedule a preliminary inspection with the inspection 
agency.

2. The bottom of all footings shall extend at least 24 inches below finished grade.  Step footings to 
contour of finished grade.

3. Concrete in footings and shed slabs shall have a minimum specified compressive strength (f'c) of at 
least 2500 psi.

4. Concrete in garage slabs shall have a minimum specified compressive strength (f'c) of 3500 psi. 
Garage and carport slabs shall be sloped to facilitate the movement of liquids toward the mail 
vehicle doorway.

5. Slabs on grade shall have a minimum thickness of 3 ½ inches.  Slabs in attached garages shall be 
placed over a vapor retarder and a 4 inch base course consisting of clean graded sand, gravel, or 
crushed stone passing a 2 inch sieve.

6. The garage shall be separated from the residence and its attic area by not less than ½ inch (12.7 
mm) gypsum board applied to the garage side.  Garages beneath habitable rooms shall be separated 
from all habitable rooms above by not less than 5/8 inch Type X gypsum board or equivalent.  
Openings between from a garage directly into a room used for sleeping purposes shall not be 
permitted.  Openings between the garage and residence shall be equipped with solid wood doors not
less than 1 3/8 inch (35 mm) in thickness, solid, or honeycomb core steel doors not less than 1  3/8 
inches (35mm) thick, or 20-minute fire-rated doors.

7. Plastic foam sheathing shall not be left exposed to the interior of a garage or shed.

8. Rafter or truss ties shall be provided at each end of rafter or truss to plate connection.  The resulting
uplift forces from the rafter or truss ties shall be transmitted to the foundation.

9. Roof trusses shall be certified by a Maryland Registered Engineer.  Submit certification to the 
building inspector.

10. Complete Load Path – A system of wood structural panels, metal connectors, tie rods, or engineered
design that provides a continuous connection of all exterior framing components from the roof of 
the building to the foundation capable of resisting wind uplift forces generated by the design wind 
speed as adjusted for the exposure category must be provided.

11. Narrow wall bracing shall comply with 2006 IRC Section 602.10.

12. All plumbing, gas, and electrical work shall be installed by a State licensed Master Plumber and 
County licensed Master Electrician, respectively.  Separate permit are required for plumbing, gas, 
and electrical work.  A homeowner's license is available for plumbing and electrical work upon 
satisfactory completion of examination(s).  Contact Permit Administration at (301) 645-0692 for 
further information.

13. Telephone poles are not acceptable for pole buildings.




