








i. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is mounted 
on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a ladder or steps; then the ladder or 
steps either shall be capable of being secured, locked, or removed to prevent access, or the 
ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier.  When the ladder or steps are secured, 
locked, or removed; any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4 inch (102 mm) 
diameter sphere.

j. Where the suction inlet system, such as an automatic cleaning system, is a vacuum cleaner 
system which has a single suction inlet or multiple suction inlets which can be isolated by 
valves, each suction inlet shall protect against user entrapment by an approved antivortex 
cover, a 12 -inch by 12-inch or larger grate, or other approved means.  All pools and spas 
shall be equipped with an alternative backup system which shall provide vacuum relief, 
should grate covers be missing.

2. Prior to placing water in the swimming pool, an approved barrier must be provided.

3. Overhead wiring shall not be located over the pool or the area extending out 10 feet horizontally 
from the inside of the pool's walls.

4. Extension cords shall not be used as a means of conveying electrical power to pool equipment.

5. Inspections shall include the following:

a. Call to schedule electrical inspections at (301) 870-8710 or (301) 645-3302.  Electrical 
permits must be obtained by a Charles County licensed electrician.

b. Call to schedule building inspections at (301) 870-8710 or (301) 645-3302.

c. Pre-gunite inspections -
Bonding and grounding of steel reinforcement bars (electrical inspector).

d. Concrete walkway preparation – prior to placement of concrete,
Concrete reinforcement, diving board and ladder anchors must be bonded and grounded 
and approved by the electrical inspector.

e. Final Inspection -
All required electrical inspections approved by the electrical inspector, pool and deck 
installation complete and ready for use, all grading and stabilization complete, and fence or 
other approved barrier in place (building inspector).

6. Any revisions to the building permit shall be submitted to and approved by Permit Administration.

7. Call “Miss Utility” at 1-800-257-7777 prior to any excavation.  If there is a conflict between the 
location of the gas service, if applicable, and the proposed structure; call the Washington Gas Light 
Company at (703) 750-1000.  Do not place the structure over the gas service piping.

GUIDELINES FOR FILLING YOUR POOL

Filling your pool could require anywhere from 15,000 to 30,000 gallons of water.  Using the family garden
hose for this purpose is not recommended because of the extreme stress it would place on the County water
system which serves your subdivision.  The County recommends using a tanker truck.  Check the yellow
pages for the pool filling service nearest you.






