Chapter Il Recreation, Parks, and Open Space

Introduction

This chapter identifies Charles County’s goals and objectives for parks and recreation and evaluates them
in the context of the Comprehensive Plan, State goals, and the future needs and priorities for park and
open space acquisition, facility development and rehabilitation. The County’s goals and priorities are
established based on:

e State goals and policies for recreation and parks;

o Goals, objectives and policies from Charles County’s Comprehensive Plan and the 1999 Land
Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan (LPRP), and

e A supply and demand needs analysis of recreational facilities and activities based on existing
facilities and demand factors obtained from state surveys of public recreational interests.

Based on the supply and demand analyses, input from the County Departments of Public Facilities and
Community Services, the Town of Indian Head and the Town of La Plata, and various park and recreation
organizations, a program for recreational land acquisition, facility development and rehabilitation is
outlined.

A. Recreation and Parks Program

1. Goals

This section lists and discusses the interrelationships between the County’s Comprehensive Plan and State
goals for recreation and parks.

a. County Goals

The County’s goals for recreation are set forth in the 2006 Comprehensive Plan update. The plan
establishes six goals:

i. Create a physical and social environment which accommodates the recreational needs and interests of
all County residents.

ii. Seek to provide 30 acres of parks, recreation and open space land per 1,000 population, consistent
with State goals.

iii. Provide a range of leisure, recreational and cultural programs and facilities that are accessible and
affordable to all County residents.

iv. Develop a high-quality public parks and recreation system with adequate space and facilities,
providing an appropriate mix of recreation activities for County residents.

v. Maintain a high quality and cost-effective maintenance program for all County parks, open space
areas, and recreational facilities.

vi. Establish an interconnected on-road and off-road trail system for use by hikers, equestrians, nature
viewers, and bicyclists.

To achieve the above goals the Comprehensive Plan identifies eight objectives and 13 implementation
policies (see box on next page).
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Comprehensive Plan Objectives for Parks and Recreation
Identify funding sources to support land acquisition and recreation facility development needs.

Continue to pursue land acquisitions for parks and recreational facilities. A specific objective is to acquire land
for a community park and a multi-purpose regional park west of US 301, as identified in the Waldorf Sub-Area
plan.

Enhance waterfront access and recreation opportunities. Encouraging recreational use of the Potomac River and
its tributaries, by providing public access points, is a special County objective.

Develop off-road recreational trail corridors particularly in stream corridors, along former rail lines, and on
suitable County and State roads.

Increase community involvement and participation in the use of recreation land and in the implementation of
quality recreation programs.

Pay special attention to providing a variety of recreational opportunities for the County’s youth to provide
options for healthy and safe use of leisure time, and opportunities for growth in self esteem.

Work towards implementation of the proposed open space network identified in the Waldorf Sub-Area Plan.
That plan envisions creating an extensive open space network primarily along the major stream corridors that
run through the Sub-Area. Only portions of this open space would be open to the public, though there would be
some opportunities for trail connections.

Reexamine current requirements for the dedication of land through the development process and consider
alternatives including a fee-in-lieu of land to address a portion of the park and recreation impacts created by
development.

Implementation policies

Rely on the professional knowledge and judgment of County staff to determine demand for current and future
recreation and open space facilities and programs, in addition to guidelines contained in the Comprehensive
Plan and the Land Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plan.

Consider all opportunities to coordinate the planning and cooperative use potential of new community facilities in
order to reduce unnecessary and costly duplication of services in meeting future recreational needs.

Consider increased demands and ensure sufficient land for public access to marinas and boat landings is set aside
through zoning requirements and park acquisitions, instead of relying solely on private waterfront developers to
provide these facilities.

Seek dedications and contributions by private developers to meet public open space and recreation needs.

Seek to acquire rights-of-way, open spaces, and trails, as part of the recreation and open space dedication
requirements for new developments, to support the County’s planned interconnected trail system.

Coordinate land preservation and open space acquisition with natural resource protection considerations.

Focus land acquisition and development efforts on larger countywide, regional and community parks. Use the
development process to obtain land dedications for smaller neighborhood-serving facilities.

Seek the acquisition of park land in high growth areas, convenient to population centers to satisfy future
anticipated recreation demand.

Seek to create spaces, plazas, and pocket parks in support of the County’s Sub-Area plans.

Support private commercial interests that provide recreation opportunities such as sports complexes, marinas,
and hunting areas that expand recreation opportunities in the County.

Seek to meet the needs of special populations including the disabled in developing recreational facilities.

Work cooperatively with the Towns of Indian Head and La Plata to coordinate the provision of parks,
recreation, and open space land and facilities.

Continue to work cooperatively with the Charles County Public Schools to coordinate development of
recreation facilities at County schools and institute cooperative use agreements.
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As part of this LPPRP the Charles County Board of County Commissioners asked staff to review the
County’s inventory of protected land with a view to establishing an overall numeric goal for open space
protection. Specifically the Commissioners are interested in the potential for achieving a goal of
protecting of 50 percent of the County’s land area. The potential for achieving this goal is discussed in
this LPPRP, especially in Chapter VI.

b. State Goals

The State’s goals for recreation, parks, and open space are compatible with and provide guidance to the
County’s Comprehensive Plan (see box on this page). The County’s objectives and policies complement
and expand upon the State’s goals. For example, the County objectives and policies seek to provide a
variety of quality recreational opportunities and park amenities in locations that can support other public
facility investments and that are convenient and accessible to residents. County objectives and policies go
beyond the broader goals of the State in that they encourage the County to find alternative funding
sources for the acquisition of additional park land and provision of recreational facilities, such as revising
subdivision land dedication requirements, using fees-in-lieu of dedication, supporting private investment
in facilities, and cooperative use of facilities to minimize costs.

State of Maryland Goals for Recreation, Parks and Open Space

1. Make a variety of quality recreational environments and opportunities readily available to all citizens,
and thereby contribute to their physical and mental well-being.

2. Recognize and strategically use parks and recreation facilities as amenities to make communities,
counties, and the State more desirable places to live, work and visit.

3. Use State investment in parks, recreation and open space to complement and mutually support the
broader goals and objectives of local comprehensive master plans.

4. To the greatest degree feasible, ensure that recreational land and facilities for local populations are
conveniently located relative to population centers, are accessible without reliance on the automobile,
and help protect natural open spaces and resources.

5. Complement infrastructure and other public investments in neighborhood and community parks and
facilities.

6. Continue to protect recreational open space and resource lands at a rate that equals or exceeds the rate
that land is developed at a statewide level.

The County’s goals, objectives, and implementation policies support the eight State visions of Maryland’s
1992 Economic Growth, Resource Protection and Planning Act, as amended. Seeking the acquisition of
park land in high growth areas convenient to population centers (policy i) directly relates to the first
vision that development be concentrated in suitable areas. Working towards implementation of the
proposed open space network and developing off-road recreational trail corridors particularly in stream
corridors (objectives iv and vii) directly relate to the second and fourth visions that sensitive areas are
protected and that stewardship of the Chesapeake Bay and the land be a universal ethic.

2. Programs and Procedures

This section describes the framework in which Charles County plans, acquires, develops and operates
parks and recreation facilities and open space, including sources of funding.
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a. Organizational Structure and Planning Procedures

The organizational structure and planning procedures for recreation follow the Comprehensive Plan’s
implementation policies (see box page 111-2).

The Department of Planning and Growth Management is responsible for administering the County’s
planning program. The Comprehensive Plan provides the long-range policy framework within which
specialized functional plans, such as this LPPRP, provide short and long-range policy and implementation
actions. The seven member Charles County Planning Commission, appointed by the County
Commissioners in accordance with Article 66B of the Annotated Code of Maryland, provides direction to
the Department of Planning and Growth Management. The Planning Commission is also responsible for
developing and recommending adoption of the Comprehensive Plan and approving plans in accordance
with the subdivision regulations.

Charles County reorganized its governmental departmental structure in 1988-1990. As a result of this
reorganization the County’s parks and recreation organizational structure is divided among three County
departments: the Department of Planning and Growth Management, the Department of Public Facilities,
and the Department of Community Services. Oversight of departmental activities with respect to long-
range recreation planning is through the Planning Commission and the Board of County Commissioners.

The Department of Planning and Growth Management provides overall comprehensive land use planning,
which includes general planning for parks and recreation facilities needs through the County
Comprehensive Plan and Sub-Area Plans. The Department is also responsible for regulating development
through the zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations, where acquisition of park and open space land
is achieved through subdivision dedication and developer agreements are made for provision of recreation
facilities.

The Department of Public Facilities is responsible for outdoor recreation, overseeing the administration,
planning, design, construction, and rehabilitation of the County’s park system, including identification,
evaluation, and acquisition of new parks and recreation sites. The Division of Parks and Grounds, one of
five divisions within the Department, is responsible for daily operation of the County’s parks, outdoor
facilities, and sports programs (youth and men’s football, men’s and women’s softball, youth and adult
soccer, and other outdoor activities such as golf at the White Plains Golf Course). In addition, the
Division, with 49 full-time equivalent employees, is responsible for the daily grounds maintenance of 26
County building sites, 20 County park locations, and 109 utility sites, including the maintenance and
renovations of Board of Education athletic fields. The Division has five primary objectives:

1. Acquire and develop parkland to meet current recreational demands and to preserve resources for
future uses;

Operate and maintain park property at a high level of quality and to maintain safe conditions;
Provide safe, quality athletic fields for both practice and game activities;

Effectively meet the outdoor recreation and active sport needs of County residents; and

o &~

Provide high levels of grounds maintenance to all government buildings to ensure safe and
aesthetically pleasing facilities.

The Division meets on a regular basis with up to 27 recreation associations with established boards to
evaluate needs and implement programmatic and service enhancements.

The Department of Community Services is responsible for providing indoor and outdoor recreational
activities to the citizens of Charles County. The Department oversees administration, programming,
budgeting, and coordination of all indoor sports programs, Community Centers, Senior Centers, and
recreational facilities (Elite Gymnastics & Recreation Center and Indoor Community Pool at Lackey).
Recreational programs include trips, therapeutic programs, discount tickets to local amusement parks,
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sports programs, aquatics programs, and programs and offerings at the Elite Gymnastics & Recreation
Center and eight of the nine area Community Centers.

The Recreation Division operates four high school swimming pools. Full service, year-round programs
are provided at the indoor community pool at Lackey High School. Summer, outdoor services are
provided at McDonough, La Plata, and Thomas Stone High School pools. Services include swimming
instruction, recreational swimming, pool memberships, pool rentals, birthday parties, senior swim
sessions, and water fitness programs. Through program-user fees, the pool operation is responsible for
staff salaries, pool chemicals, winterizing and cleaning of each pool, as well as all equipment. Recreation
offers noncompetitive, indoor youth sports leagues during summer and winter months. Approximately
200 volunteer coaches are used. Adult sports leagues are also offered. All league expenses are covered
by the participant’s team franchise fee.

Elite Gymnastics & Recreation Center provides instruction in gymnastics. Classes range from beginner to
advanced, pre-competitive and competitive teams through 10 levels, under the guidance of the USA
Gymnastics Jr. Olympic Program. Recreational programs are offered for participants, beginning at 18
months and continuing through 18 and older. Birthday parties, facility rentals, and other recreational
programming are also offered through Elite.

The Department of Community Service’s eight school-based Community Centers, also operated by the
Department’s Recreation Division, offer a variety of programs, services, activities, and recreational
opportunities to persons of all ages (see below under subsection B (Needs Analysis).

The Department of Community Service’s Aging & Community Centers Division is responsible for the
four Charles County Senior Centers which serve as community focal points where older persons come
together in an atmosphere of wellness and address the needs of an ever-increasing older population,
providing a wide array of services and activities to keep senior citizens active and independent.
Opportunities for leadership, volunteers, physical fitness, education, technology, health and nutrition,
social activities, recreation, inter- generational events, trips, creative arts, and special events are available.
Locations are: Richard R. Clark Senior Center, La Plata; Indian Head Senior Center, Indian Head;
Nanjemoy Senior Center, Nanjemoy; Waldorf Senior Center, Waldorf.

Coordination and outreach with sports organizations, municipalities and the community at-large is carried
out by each Department through various publications, news releases and the County’s web site. The
Department of Community Services produces the County’s recreation program guide.

b. Funding
The County funds its parks and recreational program from a variety of sources.
Operating Funds

The County’s total FY 2006 operating budget for parks and recreational activities provided by the
Departments of Public Facilities and Community Services is approximately $4.3 million; approximately
$2.9 million for the Division of Parks and Grounds and $1.4 million for the Department of Community
Services. The Division of Parks and Grounds also administers a self-supporting golf course enterprise fund.

Capital Funds

The majority of park acquisition, and facility development and rehabilitation funding comes from the
County’s Capital Budget and from the State’s POS program. Since 2000 the County’s annual POS
appropriation has averaged a little under $900,000 (Table I11-1).

Other funding for capital projects comes from a variety of sources including special grants from DNR,
and federal transportation funds (TEA-21) for trails. The Greater Waldorf Jaycees contributed over
$100,000 towards the cost of a special needs playground at Laurel Springs Park that opened in 2005. The
County anticipates $100,000 in revenues from rail line recycling to offset costs at the proposed Navy rail
trail between White Plains and Indian Head.
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d. Distribution of Supply by Election District

Table 111-5 shows the distribution of recreation and open space lands relative to population by the
County’s 10 Election Districts (EDs). Figure I1-5 is repeated under the table for convenience. Most
(81%) of the County recreation land is in the Nanjemoy, Waldorf, Bryantown, and Hughesville EDs.
When adding in state, federal, and private quasi-public land, most (72%) of the land is in the Nanjemoy,
Pomonkey, and Bryantown EDs. In contrast, EDs with the highest population in 2005 and projected for
2020 are La Plata, Waldorf, and Bryantown.

2. Demand

Charles County used two State surveys as the basis for determining the demand for recreational facilities:
2003 Participation in Local Park and Recreation Activities in Maryland and State Parks and Natural
Resource Areas in Maryland: A Survey of Public Opinion. Findings were based on responses from 400
households in the Southern Maryland region, representatively proportioned to the population in Charles,
Calvert, and St. Mary’s Counties.

Additional information on demand was provided through the LPPRP public participation process,
including personal interviews with County and town staff and recreation providers regarding the supply,
acreage, location, and need for facilities. See Section F. for a description of public participation for this
LPPRP.

The demand analysis used State survey data, daily carrying capacity and season length data unless other
information or local experience indicated otherwise. In such cases, either sport season length or daily
carrying capacity were adjusted to better represent local participation rates or demand was adjusted based
on local activity and facility utilization experience. For example, season length was shortened for
baseball softball fields to reflect actual season length. The electronic version of the supply and demand
tables in Appendix B includes comments to note where changes were made to season length or daily
carrying capacity. Also there are different utilization patterns related to use of fields, diamonds and
basketball courts for team games and practice sessions.

Detailed tables for the supply, demand, and needs analyses are provided in Appendix B.
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Table I1I-5

Distribution of Recreation and Open Space Lands by Election District

Population Acres Percent of Total
Percent County  Private State All Rec &
of total, Rec & Quiasi- State Nat'l County Nat'l Res
Election District 2005 2005 2020 Nat'l Res Public  Recreation Resource Total Rec land Land
1. LaPlata 14,526 11% 20,384 196 118 1,218 - 1,532 7% 8%
2. Hill Top 2,047 1% 2,456 - - - - - 0% 0%
3. Nanjemoy 3,323 2% 3,550 390 313 1,664 1,661 4,028 14% 20%
4, Allens Fresh 4,929 4% 5,538 6 257 - 437 700 0% 3%
5. Thompkinsville 4,046 3% 4,971 57 276 - - 333 2% 2%
6. Waldorf 73,009 53% 93,982 759 71 15 - 845 26% 4%
7. Pomonkey 12,833 9% 14,954 268 6 1,605 5,419 7,298 9% 36%
8. Bryantown 13,646 10% 17,609 549 10 2,706 3 3,268 19% 16%
9. Hughesville 5,879 4% 8,940 647 0 - 630 1,277 22% 6%
10. Marbury 3,764 3% 4,797 12 - 629 438 1,079 0% 5%
Total 138,002 100% 177,181 2,882 1,051 7,837 8,588 20,359 100% 100%
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3. Needs Analysis
The needs analysis compares recreation facility supply to demand. The analysis results in two products:

e A summary of surpluses or deficits in the amounts of land and facilities needed to serve County
residents, and
o Identification of County priorities for land acquisition, facility development, and rehabilitation.

Table 111-6 summarizes results obtained from the detailed supply, demand and needs analysis tables
contained in Appendix B. The table lists the supply of existing facilities and shows the estimated surplus
or deficit of facilities for 2005 and 2020. Sizable deficits exist now for some facilities. These deficits
will increase through 2020 as the County’s population increases unless new facilities are programmed and
developed to keep pace with growth. Current deficits are:

Primary Deficit Secondary Deficit
Baseball/softball diamonds Boat ramps and public water access
Indoor basketball courts Playgrounds
Multipurpose fields for team sports Picnic pavilions
Trails Dog parks
Fishing from piers

Table I11-6 Summary Needs Report

Note: A positive demand number (without parenthesis) indicates a facility surplus. A number in parenthesis
indicates a facility deficit. For example, 2005 demand shows a deficit of ten indoor basketball courts.

Actiity Facilty Type Faciet _Denerd _pemane
Baseball/ Softball Diamonds 62 ©6) 26)|
Basketball (indoor) Courts (indoor league) 29 (10) (22)
Basketball (outdoor) Courts (outdoor recreation) 35 8 0
Tennis Courts 93 : 28 9
If:i::ilddhiréokgt;)(football, soccer, lacrosse, Multi-Purpose fields . © 29
Trails: hike, bike, nature Trail miles 41 (29) (49)
Equestrian Trails Trails Locations 4 0 (€D)]
Playgrounds/ Tot-Lots Playgrounds 41 3) (16)
Picnic Pavilions Shelters 24 2 (5)
Swimming Pools (outdoor) Pools 10 2 0
Swimming Pools (indoor) Pools 3 0 (0)]
Dog Activities / dog park (off-leash) Acres 3 3) (@)
Power boating, sailing, and boat fishing Ramps 19 ) (10)

Fishing spots (8 feet per fishable

Fishing from piers spot) 51 (11) (28)

Note: Detailed supply, demand and needs analysis tables are contained in Appendix B.
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C. County Priorities

Table 111-7 lists the County’s park and recreation priorities for meeting its land acquisition, facility
development and rehabilitation needs through 2020. In developing the priorities, consideration was given
to need relative to:

e The results of the supply and demand analysis;

o Relative needs in different parts of the County with special reference to the analysis by election
district (Table 111-5) by recreation service areas and how investment in land and facilities can be used
to support County goals for locating facilities convenient to population concentrations while ensuring
that all areas of the County are adequately served,;

A particular need is for park land and recreation facilities in the Development District to serve the
existing and projected population.

e Specific needs in the Towns of Indian Head and La Plata;
o Efficiency of recreation service delivery with respect to location and utilization;
e Potential for meeting recreational facility needs through joint use, especially at public schools;

e How projects relate to the State’s and County’s and goals to use park land and recreation facilities to
complement efforts in reinforcing designated growth areas as desirable locations in which to live and
to complement other open space investments in preserving rural and resource lands.

The overall program through 2020 would cost approximately $35.8 million of which $9.0 million would
be for acquisition, $22.0 million for new facility development projects, and $4.8 million for rehabilitation
projects. Cost estimates are approximate and are in 2005 dollar values, based on knowledge of recent
land acquisitions, real estate values in different parts of the County, and facility development and
rehabilitation costs. Projects are in three time-frames: short range — 2006 to 2010, mid-range 2011 to
2015, and long-range 2016 to 2020.

1. Acquisition and development projects

Land acquisition projects total between 478 and 694 acres for nine to 12 recreation projects plus nine
school recreation parks. The acreage associated with some projects is not yet determined.

Three regional parks are proposed. The primary need is for a 150 to 200-acre Waldorf/Central County
multi-purpose regional park/sports complex to satisfy the growing needs of the Development District.
This is a long-standing recommendation from the 1997 Comprehensive Plan and the Waldorf Sub-Area
Plan and is focused on the west side of US 301, which is underserved by park land compared to the east
side. Acquiring appropriately sized, well-located sites in the Development District has proven difficult in
the past. The second park is a Western Regional Park (approximately 100 acres) in the Bryans
Road/Indian Head area to meet especially active recreation needs for ballfields and multi-purpose fields.
Past efforts to use a portion of Chapman State Park or the Glendening Natural Environmental Area for
this purpose were not supported so a different site will need to be acquired. The third park would be a
community or regional park in the north central part of the County (Waldorf/La Plata). The acquisition
costs for these parks is estimated at $3.4 million.
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Table I11-7

County Priorities for Acquisition, Development, and Rehabilitation

Acres Range to| Estimated Short-Range (2005-2010) | Estimated Mid-Range (2011-2015) Cost |Estimated Long-Range (2016-2020) Cost
be Acquired Cost ($1,000s) ($1,000s) ($1,000)
Estimated | Fiscal Year . . . .
Projects Location (area) Description of LPPRP Recommendations Total Cost |Programme| Low | High |Acquisition Capital Rehabilitation| Acquisition Capital Rehabilitation | Acquisition Capital Rehabilitatio
($,000°s) d Development Development Development n
Acquisition and Development Projects
. Acquire 150-200 acres multi-purpose regional park, open
Waldorf/Central County Regional Waldorf area space, and active recreation land per 2004 Waldorf Sub-Area | $ 2,001 FY08 150 200 |$ 2,001
Park/Sports Complex Plan
Western Regional Park Bryans Road/Indian Head Corridor | D°e/0Pment of future regional park per 2001 Bryans Road - 2269 | Fvos 100 | 100 |$ 1,000|$% 1,269
Indian Head Sub-Area Plan
Central County Property Central area La Plata, Waldorf Acquire active/passive community/regional recreation land | $ 401 FY07 50 150 | $ 401
Wt L e ™
Multi-Service Centers Hughesville/Bryantown, SN, way ! Y s 15000 8 12 |$ 1,000 $ 1000|$ 6000 $ 1000($ 6000
Nanjemoy center concept. Feasibility study for Nanjemoy
underway as of 2005 (Dent's Village)
. . . Countywide hiker/biker trails system per 2005 ” ”
Countywide Trails System Countywide Comprehensive Plan - Figure 5-5 $ 2,058 ? $ 2,058
Dog parks West County, Waldorf Two parks per LPPRP needs analysis 4 6 15 $ 15
. . . Park for active recreation. Move active recreaation facilities
Nanjemoy community park Nanjemoy from Friendship Farm Park to this location $ 1,100 50 100 $ 500 | $ 600
Playground in town center core: recommended in 2001
Bryans Road Town Center Playground  |Bryans Road Town Center Bryans Road - Indian Head Sub-Area Plan. Community $ 250 1 1 $ 100 | $ 150
|support required.
La Plata west side US 301 Community La Plata Community park west side of US 301 in Town of La 5 10 20 |9 ”
Park Plata
School recreation parks Countywide 9 schools between 2006 and 2013: 5 elementary, 2 middle, 2 high 105 105
Acquisition Cost $ 9,060 478 694 | $ 6460 | % 1284 | $ - $ 1600|$ 6,765 | $ - $ 1,000|$ 6,000 | $ -
Development Cost $ 14,049
Total Cost $ 23,109
Facility Development Projects
Hiker/ Biker Linear Trails System White Plains to Indian Head 13.5-mile hard/soft surface trail on former navy rail line $ 3,027 FY 07 $ 3,027
Countywide trail system Various alignments Per 2005 Com_prehenslve Plan - Figure 5-5 (compilation of $ 1,182 $ 394 $ 394 $ 394
|several planning efforts)
Interpretive farm park - environmental education. Develop
Friendship Farm Park Phase Il Nanjemoy; Friendship Landing Road  |road and shoreline access, parking, group camping area, $ 1,021 FY06 $ 1,021
picnic pavilions, riverwalk, kayak/cartop boat launch area.
Maxwell Hall (Planningand Phase I) | Benedict, Teagues Point Road Develop access road to boat launch, hiking and horse trail, | ¢ 695 | FY08 $ 695
parking and picnic area, and fishing pier.
Oak Ridge Park Development (Phase Il) |Hughesville, Oaks Road f'?eel‘;es")p additional 4 to 5 athletic fields, & lighting for 3 | o 670 | FY06-07 $ 670
Bryantown Sports Complex (Phase 1) Bryantown E:T\L?:TZD nine soccer fields, plus restroom/concession & $ 320 FY06 $ 320
\F?::Lti’s;flf) i/mnaSUCS and Dance Studio Waldorf Gymnastics and Dance Studio |Construct 50 parking spaces $ 150 | FY05-06 $ 150
Construct ramp for boat launch, hiking trails, picnic facilities
Mallows Bay Wilson Landing Road (long term lease); helps implement 2003 MSHAP. Potential 14| FYos $ 114
for ecotourism. Part of Douglas Point area covered by
Bureau of Land Mgmt Master Plan
Charlie Wright Park Indian Head Additional ballfield lighting $ 200 $ 200
Tilghman Park Town of La Plata Develop trail to connect to Laurel Springs Park, build 100 $ 100
restrooms
North-south trail connecting Rosewick Road (Waldorf trail
Greenway trail along Clarks Run Town of La Plata system) south through La Plata. Easements may be needed in | $ 500 $ 250 $ 250
some areas.
Total $ 7979 $ 6,491 $ 644 $ 844
Rehabilitation Projects
Gilbert Run Park Playground Gilbert Run Park Replace/ upgrade equipment $ 105 FY06 $ 105 $ -
Park Repair & Maintenance Countywide zi:f:;ﬂi: facilities, equipment. Rehabilitatefrepave $  4320| FY06-20 $ 1440 $ 1440 $ 1,440
Tilghman Park La Plata Rehabilitate pier for fishing and environmental science use $ 200 $ 200
Wills Park La Plata Rehabilitate community building $ 150 $ 150
Total $ 4,775 $ 1,895 $ 1,440 $ 1,440
Grand Total $ 35,863 478 694 | $ 6460 | $ 7,775 | $ 1895 | $ 1,600 | $ 7,409 | $ 1440 |$ 1,000 | $ 6,844 | $ 1,440
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E. Summary of Recommendations

In summary the recommendations for recreation are as follows:

1.

Acquire between 478 and 694 acres for nine to 12 recreation projects plus nine school recreation
parks.

The primary need is for a 150 to 200-acre Waldorf/Central County multi-purpose regional park/sports
complex to satisfy the growing needs of the Development District.

Two other regional parks are recommended, a Western Regional Park and one in the north central
part of the County (Waldorf/La Plata)

Begin a development program of multi-service centers to replace the community centers located
mostly at middle schools. The plan recommends four centers.

Continue development of a countywide hiker-biker trails system.
Two dog parks, community parks in Nanjemoy and in La Plata, and a playground in Bryans Road.

Completion of parks and recreation facilities currently in various phases of development: Friendship
Farm Park, Maxwell Hall, Oak Ridge Park, Bryantown Sports Complex, and the Waldorf Gymnastics
and Dance Studio.

Development at Mallows Bay focusing on natural resource-based recreation.
Trail and lighting projects in Indian Head and La Plata.

Development of a lodge or other form of accommodation at a site in west county to capitalize on the
opportunities for ecotourism.

Trails and a boat launch at Chapel Point State Park.
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F. Public participation

Public participation was an integral part of the LPPRP preparation process. A large number of public
meetings were held. The project Kick-off meeting was advertised extensively including a mailing to over
200 individuals and citizens groups interested in land preservation and recreation. Meetings and
interviews were held with the Towns of Indian Head and La Plata and with a range of individuals
involved in recreation, agricultural land preservation, and natural resource conservation. Key project
documents were placed on the County website ahead of all public meetings. Table 111-9 summarizes
public participation in preparation of the LPPRP.

Table I11-9

Public Participation Summary

Invitees

Summary of Participation

Date

Comments

Board of County
Commissioners, Planning
Commission, Agricultural
Land Preservation Advisory
Board, municipalities, general
public

Project kick-off meeting
explaining scope and schedule
and soliciting public
comment.

February 23, 2005

See Appendix C for invitation letter
and list of attendees

Board of County Special work session on open | April 18, 2005
Commissioners space goals

Board of County Follow up work session on July 11, 2005
Commissioners open space goals

Tentative Schedule

Begin 60 day State and local Transmit draft plan to July 29, 2005

review of draft plan

MDP/DNR and local
jurisdictions

Public hearing by Planning
Commission,

Planning Commission
reviewed the draft plan and
comments received from
interagency review.

October 3, 2005

Planning Commission work
session

Planning Commission
reviewed the revised draft
plan based on interagency
review and comments at the
public hearing.

Planning Commission
recommended the plan be
forwarded to the County
Commissioners

November 21, 2005

Public hearing by Board of
County Commissioners

Public hearing by Board of
County Commissioners on the
Planning Commission
recommended draft.

December 6, 2005

County Commissioners work
session

County Commissioners
reviewed public comments on
the Planning Commission
recommended draft

January 10, 2006

Directed review of the LPPRP by the
Building Permits Task Force

County Commissioners work
session

County Commissioners
reviewed comments on the
LPPRP

June 26, 2006

County Commissioners adopted the
LPPRP.

June 2006
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