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NOTES ON ‘99 - THE YEAR IN REVIEW

COUNTY BUILDING ACTIVITY REMAINS CONSTANT HOUSEHOLDINCOMES
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS $E5535% 3

school capacity all ocation policy during 1999 di d not si gnificantly af fect
bui | di ngpernit activity. Buildingpernit activityfor newresidential structures

The adopti on of newcriteriafor townhouse approval s and a new Estimates of the average

househol d i ncone for Charl es

kept pace wi t ht he average acti vi ty recorded over the past 20 years. The year’s County residents indi cate an
total of 1,154 pernitsissuedfor newsingl e-fanily structures was 21%l ower i ncrease fromthe $50, 334
thanlast year’stotal, andjust slightly hi gher thanthe approxi nat el y 1, 000 figurereportedinthe 1990
permts per year average of the past 20 years. census, to a 1998 fi gure of

Takingafurther lookintotheyear’stotals, therewere 1,023 pernits $64, 100. Statewi de fi gures

i ssued for single-famly detached units and 131 permts for t ownhouses. A
conpari son of the mx of perntsissued over the past 5years is provided

represent asinilar increase,

bel ow from a census figure of

$47,805 to a 1998 average

househol d i ncone of

TYPE 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 $64 500. These estimates

Single-family 739 735 825 1030 1023 were prepared Dby the

Townhouse 266 354 299 424 131 Maryl and O fi ce of Pl anning,

Multi-family 0 54 108 0 0 using data fromthe U S

TOTALS 1005 1143 1232 1454 1154 Department of Commer ce,

Census Bureau and the U. S.

To give some regional perspective to these numbers, Calvert County’s Bur eau of Econoni ¢
average number of new housing unitswas912 per year for the period 1994 Anal ysi s.

through 1998, and St. Mary’'s averaged 829 units per year during that same
period of time. (Seealso following article on county and regional growth.)

-

-

COUNTY AND REGIONAL POPULATION GROWTH

As the CGensus Bureau has not yet released their 1999 county popul ation estinates, Charles Qounty is still considered the
Sate's eighth fastest growng county this decade. The 1998 estinate of 117,963 persons represents a 16.6% increase in
popul ation between the last census in 1990 and July 1, 1998. The 1999 popul ation estinates should be released in Mrch.

Qur neighbor to the east, Calvert Qounty, has the distinction of being the fastest growng county in the Sate. Wth a 1990
census popul ation of 51,372 persons and a 1998 estinate of 71,877, Gavert's population has risen 39.9% so far this decade.
S. Mry's Qunty has seen a 15.4% rise in population during this sane tine period, naking it the tenth fastest grow ng county
inthe Sate.

n a regional basis, Southern Mryland ranks as the fastest growing area in the Sate during the decade.

According to an article in the January, 2000 Maryland State Data Center Newsletter, the Mryland Gfice of P anning estinates
that “virtually al of Mryland's population growh between 1990 and 1998 was nade up of minorities”, defined as African
Amricans, Asians, Awrican Indians and Hspanics (Wite and non-Wite). The Gensus Bureau estinates that this increase in the
minority population actually nade up approxinately 66.8% of the 1990-1998 population gains in Charles Qunty. This statenent
was qualified to say that the estinate was produced by a nethod still in the devel opnental stages, and that it nay possibly over state
the mnority gromth for sone of the snaller counties such as Charles Qunty. For the full text of the article, refer to
<www. op. st at e. nd. us/ MSDC/ i ndex. ht nl >
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RESIDENTIAL USE & OCCUPANCY PERMITS

For the first time since 1994 when many of the
County’ s permt processes becane aut onat ed, nore U&Cs
than buil ding permts wereissued for single-famly
structures duringtheyear. U&Opernits nust beissued
once a structure has been conpl eted, prior to occupancy of
the structure. Theyear’stotal of 1,193 i ssued U&s not
only surpassed the total of U&Gs i ssued i n any of the past
fiveyears, but al sorepresents atotal of 3%more U&Gs t han
bui | di ng perm ts i ssued duri ng 1999.

When conparing the total nunmber of U&Cs to t he
total nunber of residential buildingpermtsissuedbetween
1995 and 1999, it i s notedthat the nunber of U&Cs i ssued
aver age approxi mately 90%of total building permts
i ssued.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMITS

Total new commercial/industrial square footage
for the year was 443,413 square feet, which includes new
commercial/industrial structures, additions to existing
structures, and changes in use to commercial and/or
industrial space. This represents a 54% increase over the
287,977 square feet that was permitted duri g 1998.

Sgnlflcant projects were permitted during the
year, including 93,480 square feet in two new hotels, anew
post officein Port Tobacco, the Golden Corral Restaurant in
Waldorf (which is now open), medical facilities, and
several new retail establishments, including an Eckerd
Drug, now under construction on Rte 301 at St. Patrick’s
Drive. In addition, several new churches were constructed
or expanded and three new convenience/gas stations were
permitted.

HIGHLIGHTS OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES

PRELIMINARY LOTS

Total preliminary lots approved during 1999 were
down approximately 60% from the previous 5 years
average (1994-1998) of 1877 lots per year. The 769 lots

approved in 1999 are broken down as follows:
Total Type
767  Single-family
0 Townhouse
2 Commercial
769 TOTAL
0000000000000000000000000000000
FINAL LOTS

During 1999, the Planning Commission approved a
total of 190fina platscontaining atotal of 468 new lots. The
lots are broken down as follows:

Total Type
345  Single-family
118 Townhouse
5 Commercial
468 TOTAL

The 468 |ots approved during 1999 are down 68%
fromthe previous5 years average (1994-1998) of 1442 find
lots approved per year.
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DID YOU KNOW???

This April, eech and every household in Charles
County will be receiving a Census 2000 questionnaire.
Those people living in areas served by 911 syle
addresses will be receiving their forms in the mail,
while those in rurd or remote areas may receive their
forms from a Census taker who will vigt their home.

Approximately 83% of households will receive a short
form, which asks about seven subjects. name, sex, age,
relationship, Hispanic origin, race and housing tenure -
and takes about 10 minutes to complete. The remainin
one in six households will receive a longer form, whic
asks about 34 subjects and takes approximately 38
minutes to complete.

By law, the information you provide to the Census
Bureau is confidential. Your individua responses
cannot be shared with ANY ONE, and Census workers
teke an oath to this effect before they can see the
numbers. Data are, however, compiled and used to
determine agpportionment in the U.S. House of
Representatives and boundaries for local and state
legidative didtricts.  In addition, many decisions
concerning vital community services/fecilities such as
schools, hedthcare, employment services, housing
assistance and road construction are based on census
data. It is estimated that each person missed during the
census costs the County approximately $1,000 each
year in lost grant and loan revenues.

COUNT YOURSELF IN CHARLES COUNTY'S
FUTURE, by completing and returning your Census

Vision Statement

CharlesCounty isaplacewhere...

*  Privateinitiativeisrewarded and businesses grow and prosper,
whilethepreservation of our heritageisparamount,

*  Government serviceshavereachedthehighestlevel of
excellence,and

*  Thequality of lifeisfelt by itscitizensto bethebestinthe
regionanditsgovernment isrecognized asaleader in support
of these expectations.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Charles County Government isto provide our citizens
the highest quality service possiblein atimely, efficient, and courteous
manner. To achievethisgoal, government must be operated in an open
and accessible atmosphere, be based on comprehensivelong and short
term planning, and have an appropriate managerial organization
tempered by fiscal responsibility.

This information is provided by the Charles County
Government, Department of Planning and Growth
Management, Planning Division, Post Office Box B, La
Plata, Maryland 20646, home page address
www.govt.co.charles.md.us/



